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as regards area and population, to the position she had
enjoyed before Tilsit.
It is not too much to say that Stein and Yorck had thus
laid the foundations not only of modern Prussia, but of
modem Germany. The nation was called to arms against
France, and the response, though long delayed, was not
uncertain.
The history of the war of German Liberation falls into
two periods : (i) from the Prussian declaration of war (17
THE WAR March 1813) down to the armistice of Plas-
OF GERMAN witz (4 June); and (ii) from the adhesion of
LIBERATION Austria (12 August 1813) to the entry of the
allies into Paris (31 March 1814).
During the first period it was a popular war waged on the
principles of Stein for the liberation of Germany by Ger-
mans ; in the second the adhesion of Austria gave to the
war, and still more to the settlement which crowned it, a
dynastic not to say a reactionary character. Stein and
Yorck inspired the earlier movement, Metternich dominated
the latter.
Frederick William III formally declared war on the
French on 17 March 1813. Napoleon had been busily
engaged ever since his return to France in raising a new
army of 350,000 men. But he was not yet ready to ad-
vance ; the French forces, therefore, fell back on Magde-
burg, and before the end of April the Cossacks and Prussians
had occupied Dresden; but Napoleon was now at hand, and
on 2 May drove the allies from their position at Liitzen,
forced them back behind the Elbe, and himself occupied
Dresden (14 May). A week later an obstinately contested
battle was fought at Bautzen on the Spree (20, 21 May).
The allies, though beaten, fell back in perfect order on
Silesia, and on 4 June Napoleon proposed a seven weeks'
armistice. He wanted time to bring up the army of Italy
into Carniola in order to intimidate Austria into neutrality.
The armistice was, however, as Napoleon subsequently
.admitted, a fatal blunder. Austria had no wish to exalt
Russia and Prussia at the expense of France, but on